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our mammoth unregulated and al-
most unsupervised cloak-and-dag-
ger agency, was created by Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman in 1947. Its
purpose was to gather and assess
all possible information about our
cold-war enemies. It was supposed
not to engage in the “black arts”
(the fomenting of revolutions and
the overthrow .of foreign govern-
ments); but, if it did—and a loop-
hole was left open so that it could
— it would practice these deeds
only on foreign soil.

All of these comfortable suppo-
sitions have been exposed by events

CIA is such that we should not
“have needed the evidence of events
to detect the illusion. For the CIA,
by the very fact of irs existence,
cuts across the vital lines of power
in the American political system
and negates the assumptions on
which that system operates. Ours is
a government of checks and bal-
ances, controlled ultimately by the
decisions of an informed . elec-
torate, “but there arc no cffective
checks even on the budget of the
CIA and the citizen is powerless
to learn what deeds it performs—
not in ‘his name, for names ars
never used — but with his money

and with consequences for which

“he may have to answer.

Three years ago, when in The

Nation I described this contradic-
tion belween our secret agency and

our democratic system (“The CIA"
June 24, 1961), 2 rain of brickbats |

Fred J. Coolé's The FBI Nobody Knows,: |

expanded from a special issue of The
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dence has becn piling up, and the’
situation can now be discussed rea- !
sonably in responsible circles. Yet
such is the apathy of our times
that even today the self-evident
truth that free mén cannot 2ssign
their politienl proxies to faceless
agents is oniy impexfectly appreci-
ated.

B
) Two new and exccllent
Yooks may help to dispel the linger-
ing fantasies. They are The Invisi-
ble Government by David Wise and
Thomas B. Reoss (Random House)

and-dagger

and The Bay of Pigs by Haynes
as fantasies, but the nature of the Jchnson, containing the .persona]_

aceounts of four lcaders of the Cu-

. ban exile brigade (Norton). Both

bhooks arc by highly capable jour-
nalists; both ave written with a

factual restraint that shuns polem-

jos. But the facts with which they
deal are in thomselves polemical.

\Wise and Toss sce the cloak-
apparatuses we have
spawncd, with the CIA at the heart
of the web, as o complex so POwWEr-
ful as to constitute a government
in itsclf. Is this a feverish exaggex-
ation? Sen. Richard Russell (D,
Ga.), chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Commitice, 2 man
who should know, has called the
divector of CIA the second most
fmportant official in Amecrican gov-
ernment. And Allen W. Dulles, the

- most powerful director the CIA ever

had, once permitted himself an au-
dible and revealing chuckle in a

‘speech at Yale when he said: “There

has never been a time in history
. .. when intelligence has had as
clear an opporvtunity to get its vicw

Curity ACt ol e E—t
Central Intclligence Agency, has
given intelligence a more influen-
tisl position in our government
¢han  inrclligence enjoys @ any
other i the world.” {Tralics added.)

Wise und Ross put a lot ol flesh
on the bare bones of Dulles’ state-
ment. They draw aitention, for ox-
ample, to the “Special Group” (also
nown as the “54/12 Group™).
Hardly an American outside the
higher echelons of government has
ever heard of the Special Group,
and even Lyndon B. Johnson, Wise
and Ross write, was only vaguely
aware of its scopc and influence
untl his eyes were opencd during
a special briefing a few hours afier
he became President. Operating
from the Situation Rcom in .1 Ye-
stricted command post deep in the
White House basement, the Special
Group brings together the kev fig-
ures in what Wise and Ross call a
84 Dbillicn-a-year intelligence com-

‘munity. Its dominating figure is

the dirvector of CIA, and its ather
snembers are usually the Under
Secretary of State for Politicid Af-
fairs, the Secretary and Doputy
Secretary of Defensc and a White
House liaison man — in the Xen-
nedy regime, McGeorge Bunay.
The supposition that the Nation-
al Sccurity Council or the U.S. In-
tellizence Board superviscs and
controls intelligence activiides is a
myth. As Ilaynes Johnson makes
clear in The Bay of ~ “zs. the entire
course of the Cubu.. dobacle was
shaped by the Special Group. Even
resident Lisenhower was appar-
ently unaware of what was ¢oing
on. Eisenhower had originaily or-
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